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Fermanie. 


A moſt wondertvll and true 

diſcourſe" ofeacrnell murderer, 
who had kylled in his life ty me, nine hun- 
dred, il recſcore and odde perſons among which 

ſix of them were his owne children, begotien 

en 4 young Woman which he forceablie Rept 191 
Caue ſeuen yecres , with the manner how he was 
taken, and the aboundaunce of wealth that 


was found in the ſaid Caue: executed 
at Berkeſlell on the 14. of Iuse. 
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Tranſlated and publiſhed actors 


ding tothe Dutch and 
French Cojtyes. By C. P. 1584, 


Yo ln printed for George Pen, 
dwelling at Ipſwich, 
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2 age ofdhe Qttie o 


. 4 po of credit, who ſawe © 

eo \ dure keene ur. 1 
1 brhong prabh eſꝑeci⸗ 
C gdod fied, fv E e 
an allt af! elves here wit eo 
Aeqjuaint you? bud only this iran 
and Admitable Sean which. ta 
bappencd- the truth wheregf/T truſt 
my credit is fuſſicient with your ho- 
nour toconfitmneę, and the tather, for 
that I not only beard. the murderers | 
examination but was allo an cyc wit- 
neſſe of bis death: And albeit it may 
ſceme incredible, yet thus much I can 
àſlurc wu that I ſa the ſerpſe 9h 
I&avforhd in the wrthecerg Can, 
ulierin he had titten the nam < of 
Ant chat he had madrid, and Th 
Him allo affixtiie it With his owne 
mbuth; The diſcourſe theteof follow: 
eth, which 1 commit to yon iudgs⸗ 
treut, and fo I commend 8 Honor 


to She , 26 "1 
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 Rraunge Diſcourſe , of ano- | 


torious and cruell Mur- 


derer, named Chriſteman Gempertin- 
ga, who leading a bloody life ot longe 


time, and beeing at 2140 apprehended therefore 
confefled that in bis life time he had ſlaine nine 
hundred. three ſcore and foure petſond, and enten 


ded to murder ſtill, till he had made vp ih ac 
count of a thouſand. For which horrible | 
murders , hte was cxecuted in — . 
Towne of Rerkeſſell. neete to 


the Cutie of Mcatz in 
Gcrmanic, 


N the Foꝛreſt of Fral- 
——ů— 


one Chriſteman Gem 
pertinga of Corpen, two leagues diſ⸗ 
taunce from Collen , whole only 
maintenaũce was by robbing and 
ſpopling ok the paſſingers, and _ 
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a fit and commodious place koꝛ his 


them Gat traueiled on the hye 
wapes, either to Mentz, Dietenhau⸗ 
fea, Treuers , 02 Duche de Luxcn- 
bourg, to which places Merchaun⸗ 
tesdido2dinarilytraffique,becauſe 
thep were Townes of great com- 
moditie foꝛ their affaires. Ind as 


they trauailed thoꝛow thisFozreſt, 
2 his companions would ſet 


nthem , and hauing robbed 
Cir goods and treaſure, 

| dilpople them of 
their lines , and alterward cauſe 
them to bee thꝛowen into a dæpe 
pit in the Foꝛreſt, which he had oꝛ⸗ 


dained fo2 the purpoſe - as fo2 thcyʒ 


apparell, weapons and ſuch like, he 
carped to his Caue, which in time 
was ſo well ſtozed with Darque- 
bules, Swoꝛdes, Murrians , Par⸗ 
tiſans and Corſfletes|, that a great 
ſtrength could not haue ouer come 


le he had pzouided himletfe 
bl, as he might at pleaſure diſcerne 
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him and his companyons 
And foꝛ the goods, which IG 
from the Mexrchauntes and paſſens 
gers, his Caue was ſo weßturni⸗ 
niſhed chert with being ok all ſoꝛts 
ol Mertchandile, and warcs belong⸗ 
ing to the Allemaignes ànd other 
Nations : asthe quant!tie thereof 
was tndge? ſuſficient tofurniſh a 
Fapitand the value thereof eſtee- 
med moꝛe worth, then 70000. Flo- 
rins or gold of Allemaigne . And 
beſides . ther? was founde in his 
Cone alſo when he was taten, ſo 
tat ſloꝛc ot wine, bꝛead, fle ſhj. tp: 
dy r figs, ag would haue ſulfiſed 
him toꝛ ont whole etre. Amongſt 
all the paſſengers that traueiled 
thoꝛe we this Foꝛreſt, it chaunced 
one day, that a pꝛoper womã of Po⸗ 
pert nere p Rhe Cropersdaugh- 
ter went to ſe her bꝛetiꝛen æhadoc⸗ 
calion to paſſe that wap, this villa⸗ 
nous murderer hauing elpped her. 
made haſt to her andhauing diſpoi⸗ 
led her of ſuch thinges as ſhe had 
| about 


about her, intended to murder her. 


as he had don all the other: but be⸗ 


ing ouercome with the ſight of her 
fapze face and body, helde hys 
handes, and intreated her to keepe 

him cõpany there in that place, and 
be contented with that kinde of life 
which he vſcd,othcrwiſe he would 
likewiſe kil her. The woman frart⸗ 


full ot death, and ſa ing the hoꝛrible 


maſſacre ot dead bodyes in the pit 
befoꝛe her, whom (he ſhould keepe 
company if ſhe denyed his requeſt: 
conſented vnto him, and pꝛomiſed 
ncuerto betrap 02 reucale him to 
anp, whereby his like might ſtand 
in any hazard . On this condition 
he lead her with him into his Caue 
and there ſhe liued with him fo2 th 
ſpace of . peeres , in which time 
ſhe had o. Childꝛen by him, which 
lo ſcone as thep were bozne , hee 
would take them and bꝛeake thep2 
neckes and pull them by the fete 
and head to ſtreatch them in length 
and afterward would goe hange 
them 


em by on en wathehad 
pꝛouided foꝛ thenonce : and then he 
would ſtand looking on them, and 
lfceing the winde to make them 
waue vp and downe, this merciles 
pillaine would fap : Daunce daunce 
my loouing Children,for Gempertin= | 
ga your } ather dooth ſounde you a | 
daunce. It WAS à mcruatlous oreefe | 
and great hart beating to the | 
poꝛe woman, to le her tender In⸗ 
tantcs vled fo delpitetutſy by theyz 
owne Father, and aladlp (hh; would 
haue bene rid of that bende ot lyte, 
butt that ſhe could not get tgente by 
any meanes fo2 hee had tyed her 
with a chaine, and ſhe could goes no 
turder then the Chaine gaue her li⸗ 
hertie, wich pollicie he vird, leaſt 
(he hould cfcap? away while hee 
and his compantons were abzoad, 
and lo his dealings might he diſco⸗ 
uered. iter that he had robbed and 
fille dez along le aon, hegrewe 
doubt. othis compantons, and es |} 
uctp Jap did moze and moe miſ⸗ 
eruſt 
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truſt them : ſothat at length he de⸗ 
uiſed a meane to eaſe his doubt, and 
one dap making merry amongſt 


them, he conuaped tn thep2 meate 


and dꝛinke ſuch a violent and ex- 
treame kinde of popſon, as they all 


dye d thereof within 5.02 lix houres 


after: which he perteiuing, thꝛewe 
them into the pit to the other bo⸗ 
dyes that they had murdered. 
hen he was thus rid ol his com⸗ 
pantons, and had no body left with 
him but the woman, he wered ſom⸗ 
what doubtlul of her lykewilt: but 
God willing to reueale the hoꝛrible 
vill unies of this murderer, cauſed 
the woman to be verie impoꝛtunat 
in requeſt to hum, that ſhe might go 
le het freends, and wꝛought alſo in 
his minde fo accoꝛbinglp, that ha 
gaue her ſeaue to goe, alluringhim 
lelte on her pꝛomilt, that ſhe would 
neuer reueale him. She went and 
Weges, add returned a- 


gaine without vtttring any Woꝛde 
ot him, which made him the moꝛe 
wil⸗ 
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willing to ſuſfer het to goagatne, 
and entring the ſtreetes of Berkeſſcl, 


ſhe ſawe little childꝛen playing, the 
ſight wherof, and the reniembꝛance 


how villainoully her owne childꝛen 


were murdꝛed, cauled her to fal in⸗ 
to extreme complaintes and pallt⸗ 
ons, at laſt ſhe bꝛake fo2th into 
theſe doloꝛaus ſpæches. O God 
which dooſt maintame all thinges, and 


from home the death of my children 
cannot be hidden, & who knoweſt the 
ptomiſe I haue made by conſtraint: be- 
holde me in mercie, and pittie the an- 
guiſhes I have endured in my fleſhe 
and blood. 

Theſe her camplaintes were ſo 
pittiful both in ſhe wa hearing, 5 
many gathered about her to know 
the tauſe of her lamentations, and 
very carnelt they were with her to 
vnderſtand the cauſe of her paſſto- 
nate afflicions : but they could by 
no meanes pri in they: intéts, 
fo: that ſhe ſayde, ſhe had pꝛoteſted 
ſecrecie of her crectes by lolempne 
cath 


goth) and he would nt dtter then 


to any, Somt ot them that ſteode by 
t heard her woꝛdes, inkoirmed the 


Juſtites in Towne of the matter. 
whervpon (he was brought before 


them, and there (he coͤtinued in the 
ſame obſtinate oy inton ſhe dyd be ⸗ 
foꝛe: ncuertheleſſe, they laboꝛed pl 
with her, a gaue her to vnderſtand. 
that a wilful oath might endam⸗ 
mage her ſoule, and bp reucaling 
it, (ſhe might e cape many daunge- 
rous thꝛeatninges fo? the contrary, 
By which perlwaſions ſhe anuma⸗ 
ted her ſelf, and lrom the beginning 
to the end ſhe dilcourled the whole 
circumſtaunce by particulcrs,ofthe 
murderer and his lpuing: where⸗ 
bppon.the Juſtices concluded with 
her, what courſe ſhe ſhould take to 
pꝛeuaple in this mattet, both to be⸗ 
trap the murdtrer, and fauc her lelt 
blameleſſe. Not long alter they put 
in readines thyꝛtie wel appomted 
Soldtours', who [ould folous the 
woman alarre off tyl they koũd the 
Caue 
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a baggeof Peaſe, which ſhe ſcat⸗ 
tered along the wap as ſhe went, 
by which meanes the Soldiours 
could not mille of the right wap to 


the Caue . When ſhe came to the 


Caue, the murderer was very glad 
other returne,and teſting familtar⸗ 
Ip with her, at laſt he lapde him 
downe on the ground, and latde his 
head in her lappe , where bp her 
rubhing and ſolt ſcratching it, he 
tel a Ucepe. ueithin a whyle after, 
the Soldioꝛs came to the Caue, and 
linding him thus tUneving, they laid 


hanbes on him, and vound him ſo, 


that he could not reliſt them: which 
hee percepuing, cried out, O thou 
diſloyall whore, it is long ſince T miſ- 
doubted this thy trechery, & I thought 
to haue ſped thee with the teſt of thy 
fellowes . The Soldiours b2ought 
him with them to Berkeſſel, where 
being put to the tounent, he _ 
y 


Caue: and ſhee(acco2ding to the 
Juſtices direction ( twke with her 


many as tame to a thouſand, then 


ſed all his foamer billaintrs & that 


he had murdered 964. perſons, and 
howe he intended to continew in 


murdering ſtyl, tyl he had flaine ſo 


would murder no moꝛe: and to 
erifie his woꝛdes, the Soldicurs 
p:eſented the Juſtices a ſrrowle, 
wherein the names were witten 
by his owne hand, of all them that 
he had murdered, and on what ſeue⸗ 
ral dapes he murdered them. Heer⸗ 
vpon he was condemned, and had 
his legges and armes, and bocies 
bꝛoken with an yꝛon inſtrument fit 
foꝛ the purpoſe. and afterward was 
laide on a Cart wheele without the 
CTovonec (as it is the maner in other 
Countries) where he liued fo2 the 
ſpace of nine dates attet, being dai⸗ 
ly ſuſtained with dꝛinke and meat, 
to maintapne his lpfe in ſome ex⸗ 
treame paine: and all the godes 
that were found in his Caue, were 
bought to the Towne, and ep | 
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and the woman kept in holdy; the 
agiſtrates being net as pet: tei 
fol ved dow to deale with chem. It 


ts thought. [that had not the Solder: | 


028 taund hm fo ping, they could 
hardly haue taken hum, he had (6 
many Catiners, Harguebuſes, and 
zagsready charued mn his Caue, a 
was ot humielte tuch a ſtoute, ſtrong 
and adiue man, a the plate where 
he was, did ſe rue him in all reſpeas 
able to reliſt a great number. a 


The conſideration of this ſttaunge and 
monſtrous diſcoutte, Icommitte to 


your honours good conſt ruction ” ac | 


counting ara parte ot my duety, tb 

make your hovour acqumned: with 

any notahlertung ] cau heareot- And 
lo I bnmbly le my kane; 
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